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PROPOSALS  FOR  MAfym  ACCKSS  LACIMTIES 
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PKOPOf-.ALS  FO)A  mWR  ACCESS  ].'AC;TI/i:'J,'IES 
FOR  TUB 
PUBLIC  ACCESS  BDARD  -   DSP/iKiViffilT  OV  IIATURriL  RFiSOUl'^CES 


The  p'arcpo.cc  of  tlrlf.;  rcijor'c  :lc  to  outline  a  sej.'ie;:  of  pro- 
posalc  for  water  accens  fy.cilities  for  coiistdoration  "by  the;  Po.b3.ic 
AcceciG  Board  of  the  D3part:i'.eut  of  Natural  ResourccK,     T/iis  rcjiort  has 
been  prepsrcd  in  re^x^onse  to  a  requeBt  roade  "by  the  Public  AccesG  Board 
to  the  Boston  R3deYolox.C'ie:at  AuLhovity. 

The  recoiranondat'Loiis  contairied  in  th.is  rc^wrt  have  been 
selected  becc.use  of  their  re].ation  to  the  tj-pss  of  facil.iticr.  vhich  can 
be  and  h-C've  been  vnder'CElcen  Ly  the  Public  Access  Board.      The  Board's 
principal  fvaiction  is  to  consider  and  then  desiyiate  points  of  access 
for  construction  pujrv)Oses  to  the  vratei-s  of  tlie  Co:"n:;'.onv,"ealth,      Once 
these  i:)Oints  have  been  desijjo.ated^   th.e  DeiiartiAent  of  Public  "orks   then 
becomes  the  contractj.ng  agent  of  the  Eoaicd  for  co:istruction  of  the 
access  points  and  their  related  fceilities. 

The  specific  lau  providing  for  the  establishinent  of  the 
PubD.ic  Access  Board  eiIso  px'ovides  for  the  establishLient  of  a  Public 
Access  Poiid.      This  fund  receives  a  portion  of  the  fuel  excise  attrnlbu- 
table  to  the  operation  of  \,'?tercraft.      These  'funds  can  ori^?/;.  be  expended 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  public  access  snd  related  fscilities. 

Six  sites  are  proposed  in  this  report  for  consideration: 

1)  Littl.e  Lystic  Chcnnel  in  Civ-irlesto-.rn; 

2)  East  Boston  v;r.tcrfront; 

3)  ITorth  End  Pari:  Area  on  Co/.yrCi'cial 
S'treotj 


.2. 

h)     ]yj\m'-o\n\  Bofiton  \.'atcrj?ront  oji 
At .IcUit i c  Avenue ; 

5)     CbarD.3S  Hiver  east  of  the  Charles 
River  D'>'ii,   and 

6)..    Loiic   If;laucl. 

Hhc  first  fcnir  sitea   (CharlestoVii;   Fast  J3o,';top.^   ITor'ch  T)ad., 
8i-id  Do'.rntiran  Uaterfront)  are  rcco::V.icii.c).ccI  for  couFji deration  as  projecbK 
vhich  coiiJ.ci.  be  irapD.enitntod  irithin  a  :''clatiYo3.y  shorL  period  of  ti'ae. 
In  addition  to  being  ideal  location r.  for  tlie  proposed  facilities^   tliese 
sites  should  recej.A'e  first  p.viority  coiisidercition  because  the  la.nd 
areas  are  readily  available  and  either  ave^   or  ■srill  be,  u.adcr  tlic  oirner- 
ship  of  public  bodies.     The  revi'aininc  t\ro  pi^ojec'cs  are  reco;.'.:iiended  for 
consideration  in  the  lo:iger-ran£ie  prograns  being  developed  by  the 
Public  Access  Eoard. 

The  follo^ring  pages  of  tlris  report  describe  crief].y  eci.cli  of 
the  •srater  access  xcovjosals,     Tne  jilan  dia.grair.s  designate  the  approvi- 
Elate  area  of  the  suggested  facility.     The  accccipanying  Siietches  illus- 
trate the  type  of  facility  vhich  could  be  develojped  for  Cb.ch  site. 
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PROPOSED  WATER    ACCESS   SITES 


CHARLES      RIVER      ESTUARY 
LITTLE      MYSTIC      CHANNEL 
NORTH     END     PARK 

EAST    BOSTON    WATERFRONT 
LONG   ISLAND 
DOWNTOWN    BOSTON 
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(3) 


LITX'LE  MYSTIC  CliM'f]:IEL 
Site  Location 

€ 

The  water  access  facility  suggested  for  the  Little  Mystic 
Channel  is  situated,  in  the  Little  Mystic  Conuuanity  Centcr'-Keereation 
Area  as  proposed  in  the  Charlcsto\.'n  UrbsJi  Henowiil  Plan.   The  Urban 
Benevml  disposition  parcels  involved  for  the  recreational  areos  pro- 
posed in  the  311an  are  P3,  PB^  and  I'9.   The  v/ater  access  facilities  would 
use  part  of  the  north  Lank  of  the  Channel  (part  of  Parcel  P8).  Wiile  no 
improvements  have  been  scliedulcd  for  boating  facilitj.es  as  part  of  the 
irnpleinentation  of  the  CharD.estovni  Plan  to  date,  portions  of  the  western 
edge  of  the  Channel  vrill  be  land-filled  iri  order  to  create  an  embankment 
as  well  as  to  create  land  for  some  of  the  recreation  facilities  to  be 
provided  in  the  area. 

As  indicated  on  the  following  sketch,  it  is  suggested  that 
the  site  be  developed  to  include  facilities  for  automobile  end  trailer 
par}c3.ng,  a  walkvray  along  the  edge  of  the  Ch.airnel,  public  docking  spaces 
for  small  boats  visiting  the  recrcfition  area,  and  facilities  for  lovrer- 
ing  sraall  craft  into  the  ChEinnel.   This  proposal  would  be  an  ideal  use 
for  this  section  of  the  Channel  and  vrould  con'.pleir.ent  other  auxiliary 
recreation  uses  currently  progx-ai;ir.ied  in  the  Charlesto^m  Urban  Pvenciral 
Pi'o'ject, 

AcrcgQ;e 

As  illustrated  on  the  fo].lo'.,-ing  sketch,  the  facility  which  is 
rcco:r:nended  to  the  l\ib3.ic  Access  Board  for  the  construction  of  an  access 
facility  ^rauld  be  located  o!i  a  portion  of  the  13-acre  Parcel  Po. 


k. 


Ownership 

Accordinc  to  a  "Lottor  of  Undei'standing"  bcteocn   vlie  Boston 
Redovc.lopy^icut  Autb.ority  and  the.  pre  cent  ov.'ner   (EaKtcrn  Sn.lt),   the  P-oston 
Redeveloj'.-.iciit  Aul'ioriti'   vilD.  f.cqi'lre  tho  It.nd  by  Decc;r'ocr  1,   3.S-'^7  t'.^id 
Eastern  Sod.t  v;i!i.l"  vacate  by  April  1,   ISoQ. 

Vfat e r  Front  ?  f ja 

The  tota].  v.'atcr  frontc^e  of  the  I.'orthora  banlc  of  the  Little  l-.ystic 
Channel  is  f.]")proxir,v:..t.aly  l59''3>"^  feet.      Oalj'^  a  portioji  of  tlvis   frontage 
situated  o.i  the  northi',.'es"L-ern  ed^;e  of  the  Channel  vjould  be  neceoSC'.ry  for  tlie 
proposed  v.'ater  access  fj..cility. 

AccossibiJ.ity 

The  site   is  accessible  fro:?;  Terininal  Street,   and  fro:a  the  expres5';;ay 
system  at  City  Souare  via  Ciielsea  and  Iledford  Street. 


Exi  st infj  St ruct ivce  s 

As  part  cf  the  Charlcstoi.'n  Ur'b^n  P.enev:al  Projecl:. ,   all  existiii^ 
structvvees  i.'ill  be  reriiovcd  by  the  Boston  Rcdevelop.nerit  Authority.     Uooden 
piers  and  piles  v.-ill  be  reraovcd  and  the  existing  granite   sea-,;o.ll  -i.-ill  be 
improved-. 


„-y^< 


•,A 


/  . 


^  ^  ill  ^$Km 


< 


< 


> 


5. 

Site^  Location 

This  site  ir,  Iccated  en  the  vaterfront  of  F.'.ist  Eooton  adjacent 
to  Sur.'no}-  Street,  ''.The  :reco;ri;u::ncAation  foi'  the  ^rotej.'  kccoss  i'ci.ci'J.ity 
proposes  to  v.se   three  parcels  of  solid  l'..nd  and  picrt.-.  ^,•hich  rre  pre.':-eiit].y 
vacant. 

The  fo}.].o".?in2  sketch  illustrc'tes  the  type  of  v/ater  access 
facility  v.-hich  in  "3uo,/';csted  for  this  site.   The  location  has  outsti^udin^i 
viev7s  of  Do',.-ato..;i  Boston's  vraterfront  and  skyline  and  of  the  Chiarl.esto'.rn 
Kavy  Yard,   Facilities  for  au'covi'.obile  and  trailer  parlring,  "boat  access  ' 
to  the  Jlarlior^  and  public  docking  spaces  for  Da  all  crafi'.  are  reco;Tr::>ended, 
Due  to  the  proxir.rity  of  East  Boston  residential  ai-eaS;  the  er.'isting  piers 
vould  provide  p].cosant  \ralk\rays  to  the  llarlor  ed£;e  as  \.'e].l  as  provide 
areas  for  public  enjoyment  of  the  activities  of  the  Harbor. 

Acreap;e_ 

The  three  parcels  recoira-iended  for  consideration  consist  of 
approximately  5  acres,  includiuQ,  solid  land;  piers,  and  vrater  vitliin  the 
bulkhead  line, 

Ownerj^lrip_ 

One  parcel  situated  at  the  end  o'f  Border  StyceL  is  presently 
ovned  b;,'  the  City  of  Boston,  Tne   re-ainins  tA?o  percels  (^('97  Border 
Street  and  {'Q'i}   Suji'.ner  Street)  aj.e  ovrned  by  the  I'assachusetts  TV.rnpik.e 
Authority'. 
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'i'iic  toL;i]^  v/citcr  froni.L;,se  at  the  picrhoa.d  lijic  Ir  ^,'^0  feet. 
Considerably  inoi'e  ijater  f^'ontage  ifj  provided  by  the  c:ciotiuG  piers;  at 
the  site. 

Ac  c  e  p  r.  ibi  ].  i.ty 

The  £;ite  is  earjily  PccessilO.e  i'rora  Surincr  Sto/cct^   and  is 
approxii'.C'tely  one-hcJ.i"  rnllc  fro;a  the   Cumner-Cablrihan  to].].  pla:^a. 

A].].  bui].di'C'-Cf^  on  the   site  have  been  roinoved  enc!   the  thrcee 
parcels  Eire  proriCTitly  vacrait  emd  ujjusc-d.      The  exj  stir.^  piers  c.ppcar  to 
be  in  toUi5d  cor.dition. 
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_S  i  t  c_  Loc  at  1  o]2_ 

c 

The  site  is  ].ocatc;d  at  the  Nortl-i  Ihd  lloach  aiul   Playcround  at 
^71  Coiii-iiej'cial  Strco.t  in  tho  llorth  End  of  Bor.ton, 

Tae  7i!ajor  facility  propor.ad  for  thir,  fiitc  consists  of  a  public 
boat  IttKliiig  citiv.ttd  between  the  exj.si-.iny  park  Wid  the  Harbor  line. 
ThiK  .bonding,    similrr  to  the    "Giib:-/;ct'dero"  \;hicb.  cvrU/.ted  at  one  time  at 
this  location- J   would  }vcovido  an  e>:ce].lent  facj.lity  for  puTjlie  &cce^;f3  to 
the  vater  in  a  heavily  conr^eoted  portion  of  the  City,      Aside  frorii  the 
public  doc):ii]5  of  t.aall  crtift,   the  facility  vrouJ.d  provide  a  pleas^'Ut 
v.'alkuay,   areas  for  pier  fishin^i,   and  arear.;  for  sitting-  at  the  Harbor';:; 
ed3c , 

Vihile  this  recorcnendation  contajns  no  provision  for  the  laujich- 
ing  of  sirjsll  craft  because  o±   the  lad:  of  sufficient  larid  at  tho  site, 
it  is  possible  that  such  ft:cl3.ities  niirarl:  be  considered  at  a  later  date 
for  other  areas  in  the  ITorth  End  near  this   site.     As  indiCcited  on  the 
follo'.rin;^  slcetcli,   this  "proposal  illustirates  the  potential  for  providing 
facilities  for  increased  pubi.ic  onjoj'i:'ent  and  access  to  the  Harbor. 

Acre_a,^;e_ 

Of  the  totol  6.7  rcres  co.aprisin^  Ibrth  End  Beach  and  Play- 
ground, apT)ro::i:aatc].y  i;-.3  c-.cres  are  used  at  the  present  for  rccreation.:.l 
purposes.   The  rcrainin^  2.h   acres  situated  betv.-een  the  park  and  the 
Harbor  ].ine  are  recer/.v.ended  to  be  developed  for  the  vjc'cer   access  facility. 
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The  site  Iti  pressjitly  ovmeO.  by  the  City  o:'?  Boston. 

The  propo'icrl.  public:  l.ac;ainf-,   pi^r,   and  c::iFtJnc  Eoav,'all  Vqu].! 
provide  appro-i;aately  735  ^f^"^';'^  of  A'utcr  frontDse. 

Accejjsibility;_ 

Pedcryirio.n  cccess  to  the  proposed  site  vrould  be  from  Coirijuerciol 
Street  end  thrci-sh  the  e-.cifitin:;  p:ir):  erea.      0:hs  cite  ifj  corivenieirtly 
accessible  for  tho;  resideuts  of  the  I'orth  Eiid. 

There  are  no  exictin^  titractm-ar.;  on  the  site.      Structures  ad- 
jacent to  the  site  consist  of  a  bath  house  for  the  b'vrirmr.ing  pools  at 
KorLh  Eld  Park, 
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o  ^ 

The  vatcr  access  facD.lty  susgested  for  the  }3j.>ton  VJater.Cront 
y\rea  ir.  situated  ii:.  tl:c  vicinity'-  of   '''j.'"  Viharf  in  the  V'^vterfront  Urban 
Renev.-al  Project  Area.      Fxtensive  i;v.provc.ne-it  of  the  V.'ater front  for  piiroD.ic 
and  pi'ivatc  u^e  is  i^rojpcied  for  this  ri.rca  by  the-  Uj;l)un  P.enev.-al  Plan. 

Site  D?Gcription 

As  indicated  on  the  follovrin^  skc^'cch,   it  is  suggested  that  the 
site  bs  developed  to  incliidc  ft'cilities  fo?'  a  public  lanclins  and  dooliin.^ 
faci].iticr;  for  ti.iall  croft.      Tne  facility  vould  also  p:.'ovide  accciir.;  for 
public   Ciijoy;,!en.t  of  tlie  activitleG  of  the  Uai'erfront  and  the  }Iai'bor. 

'Acreene_ 

Appro"imateT.y  one  acre  of  land  irould-  be  for  the  pub].ic  access 
facility. 

Owiiershdjp  '    • 

The   site  is  Xjrosent3.y  ov/ned.  by  the  Poston  Rcdevelop.nent  Authority, 

Accessibility 

The  site  is  accessible  frorrt  State  Strceet  and  Atlantic  Avenue 
as  v:e].l  as  froja  the  Central  Artery. 

Feci  p  t  i  ng^&a'ucjo  m;  e  5 

All  stru.ctures  on  tl^e  site  arc  to  be  rcvuoved  by  the  Poston 
Redevelop;-;; re  Authority  ar.  p::rt  of  the  Ucterfror.t  Fvcnevrcl  Project. 
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The  area  of  Vnn  Charlon  R:.yqt  Pit-aatcd  bstween  the  exir/lvj.nfi 
Charles  River  Dj.i,i  rnd  the  IlavV-'o:':  contf.ius  nuiaoi-ous  sit-Cf:;  which  have 
potential  yor' ve:lcr  access  xacii.iticr;  £'S  ve].l  as  other  vater-orientcd 
recrectiona].  ac-L-iviticG.     This  rc.pori:  rccor.ir.oncTn  t!iat  tliic  area  "be  cou- 
sidc::ed  in  torai.o  o±  lon2<^"'-'---^"''^Se  projects  vhicii  are  prograininsd  "by  the 
Pub3.ic  AcccGG  Toard, 

Site_  DescrxT/bici^ 

This  portion  o;?  the  CharD.es  Pdver  is  of  prims  i.r.'port?nce  for 
additional  boat  wooriiis  and  launching  faciliti.es  becaviss  of  the  boati.n^ 
traffic  pressures  on  facilities  in  the  Charles  River  Easin.     Projects 
vhich  arc  su^ces-'ccd  for  consideration  by  the  Public  Access  Roard  for 
this  area  v-ould  inclv.de  loAvaeh.infi  and  Boorin^c  faciD.itieSj  parking  for 
autoTiobiles  and  trailers ^   as  v-oll  as  general  iirprovcLient  of  tlie  bcjuks 
of  the  river  foj/  public  enjojT.vent. 

Substantial  a^-icunts  of  vacant  land  exist  along  this  portion 
of  the  Charles.     Kost  of  the  land  areas  are  preseirt?.y  in  private  ovrner- 
ship  and  vould  have  to  be  acouired,  for  punnposes  of  constructing  a  crater 
access  facility. 

AccessibJ.lity 

Existing  access  to  the  area  is  provided  by  Pevarly  Street  on. 
the  south  side  of  trie  Charles  River. 
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LONG  TSIAWP- 

Site_  Local  iori_ 

Lon^  J.rjland,   lo^ctlier  \n.th  Doer  Is.la'id,   cTivideri  tho  inner  end 
outei'  M-:'.tcrc  of  l-oo'lon  llarhoi-. 

lJr:riy  portions  of  Lons  IslJ'nd  iiro  cxcGiitioncI  bccauce  of  their 
poteutieil   i'oj;  pn'.xLic  j-'ecreational  use.      Vicv;;;  o;C  I'orjto:'j's  plivline  and 
Ifarbor  Islands  i;-,a]:e  the  shores  of  the  IsD.and  highly  attractive  for  futm'e 
recrcationt-1  and'hocting  use.     Bccoune  of  the  niBnevpua  poroEiulitier-;  tlif.t 
exist  a]  orig  the  f.horerj  of  the  J.slaud,  this  report  cloct;  not  sugr-iost".  a 
specific  site  on  th.e  3]s3.and.      However,   the  follovn.ng  SKetch  illustrates 
an  example  of  the  tj-pie  of  ^.-s,ter  access  facility  vhic.h  gov  Id  be  located 
on  Lon;^  Island. 

Acreage  • 

r-. 

Vfeile  portions  of  Long  IsiLand  are  used  for  hospital  struetuj.'es, 
extensive  areas  of  the  Island  are  vacant  and  can  b&  appropriately  developed 
foj''  vator  access  facilities. 

Owner  shi;p 

Ijong  Islsnd  is  o\.'ned  by  the  City  of  Boston. 

Wat  er_  F:t'ont  a  ^^  e_ 

The  Island  has  r;'~ny  areas  of  unused  water  frontage  areas  suit- 
able for  :i'ccrcation?l  pur-poses. 
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Acccs5;lb:i.lity 

LoriG  Island  xe  t.cccscil'lc  from  Morvl:ir;oy  lioulevard  via  Sciuojituin, 
Moon  Itjlaiid^   and  tlie  'brlcVT.!  nnd  causevray  connectin-^  thc'  tvro  Isltindfj  to 
the;  I'.hoA-c. 

Portions  of  long  XfJ.t^ricT  a:ce  currei'it].y  uced  for  hoopit:.!  pia"- 
posc;s;   liovrevcr,  r;iucb.  of  the  lal.rnd  roKainr;  vacant  and  uiiuced. 


